
MVLA 

2021-22 

COURSE INFORMATION SHEET 

Course Title: Biology 

School: Alta Vista 

UC/CSU requirement: Yes 

Textbook and/or other learning resources: Biology by Miller and Levine, 2020 and various online resources 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

In this foundational biology course, students will follow California’s Next Generation Science Standards to... 
● use mathematical and computer models to determine the factors that affect the size and diversity of populations 

in ecosystems, including the availability of resources and interactions between organisms. 
● make a model that links photosynthesis and respiration in organisms to cycles of energy and matter in the 

Earth system. They will gather evidence about the linked history of Earth’s biosphere and atmosphere. 
● develop a model about how rock layers record evidence of evolution as fossils. Building on their learning from 

previous grades, they will focus on effectively communicating this evidence and relating it to principles of 

natural selection. 
● develop explanations about the specific mechanisms that enable parents to pass traits on to their offspring. 

They will make claims about which processes give rise to variation in DNA codes and calculate the probability 

that offspring will inherit traits from their parents. 
● use models to create explanations of how cells use DNA to construct proteins, build biomass, reproduce, and 

create complex multicellular organisms. They will investigate how these organisms maintain stability. 
● use computer models to investigate how Earth’s systems respond to changes, including climate change. They 

will make specific forecasts and design solutions to mitigate the impacts of these changes on the biosphere. 

Assessment and Grading (BP 5121 / AR 5121): To ensure that every student has an equal opportunity to 
demonstrate their learning, the course instructors implement aligned grading practices and common assessments with the 

same frequency. 

1. 
Grading categories and their percentage weights: 

Work Habits 
Quizzes and Tests 
Labs 
Projects 
Attendance, Participation, and Collaboration 

2. Achievement evidence collected within each grading category: 
Work Habits: This category includes measures of classwork completion, warm-ups, interactive notebook 

organization, goal reflections, behavior and participation. 
All other categories: Demonstration of biology content understanding measured by labs, projects, CER’s, 

quizzes, tests, posters, etc. 

3. 
Grading scales: 
A: 90-100% B: 80-89% C: 70-79% D:  50-69% F: 0-49% 

4. 
Homework/outside of class practices (AR 6154): 
No homework assigned at AVHS, but students can complete unfinished assignments at home. 

5. Excused absence make up practices (Education Code 48205(b)): 
-If a student knows about an upcoming excused absence in advance, they should notify the teacher as soon as 

possible. 
-It is the student’s responsibility to check with the teacher as soon as possible when they return from an any 

absence to be informed on how to get caught up. 
-Makeup work can be completed outside of class time. Submit any makeup work for credit before the last 2 

weeks of the semester. 
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https://ngss.sdcoe.net/CA-NGSS-Course-Models/High-School-9-12/Three-Course-Model/The-Living-Earth/Standards-Pages-Living-Earth
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QHUko9GfkX8R3UfobqZEtTZedbkTL1OK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zfmEtqFTMAlTUotev67OAB2qmF5wuTAf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xq6OhaoPXVS6mR8jIcTnd7C3fUeOVsRS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AG5VirOQVfjHrj5p4DcIXTZi8aSM2NO4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AG5VirOQVfjHrj5p4DcIXTZi8aSM2NO4/view?usp=sharing


6. Academic integrity violation practices (LAHS Academic Integrity Policy / MVHS Academic Integrity Policy): The 

Board expects that students will not cheat, lie, plagiarize, or commit other acts of academic dishonesty. Any 

work completed with unauthorized aid (copying someone else’s work) will be considered cheating. Check with 

your teacher if you are unsure or unclear about their expectations regarding the use of the internet or any 

assignment guidelines. 

7. Late work practices: 

Work Habits Assignments: 
-Goal reflections and warm-ups can not be made up. 
-Late assignments will be accepted up until the last two weeks of the semester. 
-Late assignments submitted during the final two weeks of the semester WILL NOT be accepted. 

Other Work 
-Points will be on hold if any unit test or assessment is incomplete. The points will be released once the 

assessment is made up. If the assessment is not made up, any points earned in that specific unit will be 

converted to elective. 
-Late lab and project make-ups NOT POSSIBLE during the final two weeks of the semester. 

*Students should speak with the teacher promptly if they feel they have a special situation 

8. Revision practices: 
-Work habits assignments can be revised. 
-Labs and projects can be revised. 
-All revisions are due 2 weeks after the graded material is returned to the student or by the end of the 

semester, whichever comes first (before the last 2 weeks). 
*Students must follow directions for revisions given for the assignment. 

-Revisions cannot be revised. 

9. Extra credit practices: 
Extra credit given at the request of the student only if all current assignments are completed and 

submitted. 

10. Additional grading practices: 

Quizzes 
-Quizzes are worth 1 point. 
-You must pass the quiz with a 60% minimum score to earn the point. 

Instructors’ email addresses: 

brandi.filbert@mvla.net 

Additional information 

Please: 

-Respect your teacher and peers by paying attention, listening, and positively contributing to class discussions. 

This will create a better environment and experience for all of us. 

-No headphone use unless listening to music during independent work. 

-Limit use of electronic devices. Disregard for this will result in subtraction of points, particularly the attendance 

points. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sVABBFJflgKLOGIKpqQd37NR4Cce0-1Q/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sVABBFJflgKLOGIKpqQd37NR4Cce0-1Q/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TEkBN7vcLr11DlzRqSewfc8LFprUope9/view?usp=sharing


MVLA 

2021-22 

COURSE INFORMATION SHEET 

Course Title: Earth Science 

School: Alta Vista 

UC/CSU requirement: Yes 

Textbook and/or other learning resources: Earth Science by Savvas, 2017 Prentice Hall and various online 

resources 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

In this foundational biology course, students will follow California’s Next Generation Science Standards to... 
● examine the processes governing the formation, evolution, and workings of the solar system and universe. 
● apply scientific reasoning and evidence from ancient Earth materials, meteorites, and other planetary surfaces 

to construct an account of Earth’s formation and early history. 
● develop models and explanations for the ways that feedbacks between different Earth systems control the 

appearance of Earth’s surface. 
● model the flow of energy between different components of the weather system and how this affects chemical 

cycles such as the carbon cycle. 
● develop a model to illustrate how Earth’s internal and surface processes operate at different spatial and 

temporal scales to form continental and ocean-floor features. 
● analyze geoscience data to make the claim that one change to Earth’s surface can create feedbacks that cause 

changes to other Earth systems. 
● examine the ways that human activities cause feedbacks that create changes to other systems. 
● develop a quantitative model to describe the cycling of carbon among the hydrosphere, atmosphere, 

geosphere, and biosphere. 
● construct an argument based on evidence about the simultaneous coevolution of Earth’s systems and life on 

Earth. 
● develop a model based on evidence of Earth’s interior to describe the cycling of matter by thermal convection. 
● use a model to describe how variations in the flow of energy into and out of Earth’s systems result in changes 

in climate. 
● plan and conduct an investigation of the properties of water and its effects on Earth materials and surface 

processes. 
● evaluate evidence of the past and current movements of continental and oceanic crust and the theory of plate 

tectonics to explain the ages of crustal rocks. 
Assessment and Grading (BP 5121 / AR 5121): To ensure that every student has an equal opportunity to 
demonstrate their learning, the course instructors implement aligned grading practices and common assessments with the 

same frequency. 

1. 
Grading categories and their percentage weights: 

Work Habits 
Quizzes and Tests 
Labs 
Projects 
Attendance, Participation, and Collaboration 

2. Achievement evidence collected within each grading category: 
Work Habits: This category includes measures of classwork completion, warm-ups, interactive notebook 

organization, goal reflections, behavior and participation. 
All other categories: Demonstration of biology content understanding measured by labs, projects, CER’s, 

quizzes, tests, posters, etc. 

3. Grading scales: 
A: 90-100% B: 80-89% C: 70-79% D:  50-69% F: 0-49% 

https://ngss.sdcoe.net/CA-NGSS-Course-Models/High-School-9-12/Three-Course-Model/The-Living-Earth/Standards-Pages-Living-Earth
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QHUko9GfkX8R3UfobqZEtTZedbkTL1OK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zfmEtqFTMAlTUotev67OAB2qmF5wuTAf/view?usp=sharing


4. Homework/outside of class practices (AR 6154): 
No homework assigned at AVHS, but students can complete unfinished assignments at home. 

5. Excused absence make up practices (Education Code 48205(b)): 
-If a student knows about an upcoming excused absence in advance, they should notify the teacher as soon as 

possible. 
-It is the student’s responsibility to check with the teacher as soon as possible when they return from an any 

absence to be informed on how to get caught up. 
-Makeup work can be completed outside of class time. Submit any makeup work for credit before the last 2 weeks of 

the semester. 

6. Academic integrity violation practices (LAHS Academic Integrity Policy / MVHS Academic Integrity Policy): The 

Board expects that students will not cheat, lie, plagiarize, or commit other acts of academic dishonesty. Any work 

completed with unauthorized aid (copying someone else’s work) will be considered cheating. Check with your 

teacher if you are unsure or unclear about their expectations regarding the use of the internet or any assignment 

guidelines. 

7. Late work practices: 
Work Habits Assignments: 
-Goal reflections and warm-ups can not be made up. 
-Late assignments will be accepted up until the last two weeks of the semester. 
-Late assignments submitted during the final two weeks of the semester WILL NOT be accepted. Other 

Work 
-Points will be on hold if any unit test or assessment is incomplete. The points will be released once the 

assessment is made up. If the assessment is not made up, any points earned in that specific unit will be 

converted to elective. 
-Late lab and project make-ups NOT POSSIBLE during the final two weeks of the semester. *Students 

should speak with the teacher promptly if they feel they have a special situation 

8. Revision practices: 
-Work habits assignments can be revised for a better grade and more points. 
-Labs and projects can be revised for a better grade and more points. 
-All revisions are due 2 weeks after the graded material is returned to the student or by the end of the semester, 

whichever comes first (before the last 2 weeks). 
*Students must follow directions for revisions given for the assignment. 

-Revisions cannot be revised. 

9. Extra credit practices: 
Extra credit given at the request of the student only if all current assignments are completed and submitted. 

10. Additional grading practices: Quizzes 
-Quizzes are worth 1 point. 
-You must pass the quiz with a 60% minimum score to earn the point. 

Instructors’ email addresses: 

brandi.filbert@mvla.net 

Additional information 

Please: 

-Respect your teacher and peers by paying attention, listening, and positively contributing to class discussions. 

This will create a better environment and experience for all of us. 

-No headphone use unless listening to music during independent work. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xq6OhaoPXVS6mR8jIcTnd7C3fUeOVsRS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AG5VirOQVfjHrj5p4DcIXTZi8aSM2NO4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AG5VirOQVfjHrj5p4DcIXTZi8aSM2NO4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sVABBFJflgKLOGIKpqQd37NR4Cce0-1Q/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sVABBFJflgKLOGIKpqQd37NR4Cce0-1Q/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TEkBN7vcLr11DlzRqSewfc8LFprUope9/view?usp=sharing


-Limit use of electronic devices. Disregard for this will result in subtraction of points, particularly the attendance 

points. 
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